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Dear members,  

 
Dear Microbiologists, 

The SSM Annual Meeting 2025 is approaching fast, and I am very much looking forward to this 
exciting event, which will be held in Interlaken from August 27-28. The different scientific sections 
of our society have done an outstanding job curating five engaging sessions each, resulting in a 
total of 25 parallel sessions. In addition, two special lunch symposia will feature thought-provoking 
talks and sessions: “Climate Change and Microbiology” by Klaus Butterbach-Bahl (Aarhus 
University) and “Emerging Pathogens in Switzerland” presented by Philipp Bossard (University 
Hospital Zürich) and Gilbert Greub (University Hospital Lausanne). The program will also be 
enriched by events organized by the Early Career and Lay Communication sections. I hope 
many of you are eager to share your research, meet friends and colleagues, and have already 
registered for the meeting https://swissmicrobiology.ch/connecting/annual-meeting-and-
assembly/2025. 

The SSM and its board are continuously evolving. Pending approval by the society’s members, 
Alexander Harms, Silke Stertz and Marion Aruanno will assume the roles of coordinators for the 
Molecular Microbiology, Virology and Early Career sections, respectively. Alexander, Silke and 
Marion are highly active and accomplished scientists, committed to strong and sustained 
engagement within the SSM. Please find their CVs and letter of motivation in this annual report. 
The election will take place during the upcoming general assembly, scheduled at the end of the 
first day of the annual meeting. Over the past years, the minutes of the general assembly and 
the board meetings – as well as many other essential tasks – have been diligently managed by 
the SSM General Secretary, Nathalie Mermoud. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Nathalie for her long-standing dedication to the SSM. 

The SSM promotes Microbiology in Switzerland across scientific, industrial, educational, and 
political spheres. In addition to its own initiatives, the SSM is a member of both national and 
international umbrella organizations, including the Federation of European Microbiological 
Societies (FEMS) and the Swiss Academy of Sciences (SCNAT). These organizations are 
instrumental in supporting scientific meetings and events – such as the distinguished three-days 
SCNAT Rigi Workshop on interdisciplinary topics subsidized by the Platform Biology – and in 
fostering early-career researchers through travel grants and awards. As the SSM representative, 
I recently attended the SCNAT Annual Delegates Assembly, where Jean-Marc Piveteau was 
elected as the new president. He is expected to continue and further strengthen the 
commitment of the SCNAT to open, integrative, and collaborative science. Finally, as widely 
reported in the media, the Swiss Federal Council plans to drastically cut the budget of the Swiss 
National Science Foundation (SNSF). Let’s hope – and take every appropriate action – that these 
cuts are not enforced. 

Truly yours, 

Hubert Hilbi 

SSM President 2025 to 2027 

 
WORD OF THE PRESIDENT 

 

https://swissmicrobiology.ch/connecting/annual-meeting-and-assembly/2025
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/connecting/annual-meeting-and-assembly/2025
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The SSM is pleased to announce the candidacy of two new members to the committee, who 
will succeed Prof. Dr. Martin Pilhofer (Molecular Microbiology coordinator), Prof. Volker Thiel 
(Virology coordinator) and Dr. Florian Tagini (Early Carrer coordinator). 

We would like to sincerely thank Prof. Pilhofer, Prof. Thiel and Dr. Tagini for their valuable 
contributions and dedicated efforts to the committee. 

Please find in the next pages the CV of Alexander Harms, Silke Stertz and Marion Aruanno, who 
will assume the roles of coordinators for the Molecular Microbiology, Virology and Early Career 
sections, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEW COMMITTEE CANDIDATES  
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Alexander Harms Application  
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Silke Stertz Application 
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Silke Stertz Application 
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Marion Aruanno Application 
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Marion Aruanno Application 
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Marion Aruanno Application 
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Marion Aruanno Application 
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Marion Aruanno Application 
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Invitation to the General Assembly  
 

All SSM members are cordially invited to attend the General Assembly of the Swiss Society 
for Microbiology (SSM) that will take place in the Congress Kursaal Interlaken, 

on Wednesday 27th of August 2025 
from 6:00 PM to 6:45 PM 

 
Agenda: 

 
1. Review of the agenda 
2. Approval of 2024 annual assembly minutes 
3. President’s report  
4. Presentation and approval of 2024 accounts and report by auditors  
5. Discussion of 2025 budget  
6. Presentation and approval of 2026 budget  
7. Presentation and approval of 2025 commission reports:  

7.1. Molecular Microbiology  
7.2. Clinical Microbiology  
7.3. Virology  
7.4. Mycology 
7.5. Microbial Ecology  
7.6. Lay Communication 
7.7. Early career  

8. Elections 
8.1. Committee members 
8.2. Auditors 

9. Admission of new members  
10. SSM Grants 
11. Other / varia / news 

 
 
 

* IMPORTANT:  Kindly send your inquiries by mail to the president via our general secretary 
(secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch) before the 15th of August 2025. 

 
SSM GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

mailto:secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch
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1. SSM Income statement 2024 vs. 2023 

 

2024 2023

INCOME (I) 63 574,36                    46 822,29                    
Membership fees income 47 192,16                               36 372,29                               
SCNAT Support 5 182,20                                 -                                           
Sponsoring -                                           -                                           
SSM Club of Microbiology Income 11 200,00                               
Other Income -                                           10 450,00                               

EXPENSES (II) 61 942,52                    53 694,71                    
PERSONNEL EXPENSES 30 573,57                               30 004,17                               
Net Salary 22 158,92                               22 114,02                               
Social Charges 8 414,65                                 7 890,15                                 
OTHERS EXPENSES 31 368,95                               23 690,54                               
Course, Workshop, Symposium -                                           -                                           
Travel, Commissions expenses 1 728,00                                 5 773,31                                 
Committee Members Expenses 2 163,10                                 1 363,95                                 
SSM awards 4 000,00                                 2 500,00                                 
SSM Deficit Guaranty -                                           -                                           
SCNAT Deficit Guaranty 5 759,12                                 -                                           
Travel grants 1 000,00                                 3 500,00                                 
SSM Club of Microbiology Expenses 6 130,00                                 
Subscription Fees to pay 6 925,88                                 7 009,85                                 
Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 175,70                                     1 809,70                                 
Website 2 760,85                                 428,65                                     
Postal Charges -                                           -                                           
Postfinance and Bank Charges 126,30                                     136,48                                     
Others Expenses -                                           568,60                                     
Fiduciary Fees 600,00                                     600,00                                     
Audit Fees -                                           -                                           

A - Operating result (I-II) 1 631,84                       (6 872,42)                     

B - Annual Meeting Benefit 79 685,25                               40 802,83                               
B - Annual Meeting Deficit -                                           -                                           
Annual Meeting Income 79 685,25                             40 802,83                             
Annual Meeting Expenses -                                          -                                          

C - Exceptional result (336,18)                        (87,14)                          
Exceptional income -                                           -                                           
Exceptional Charge 336,18                                     87,14                                       

TOTAL REVENUE 143 259,61                   87 625,12                     

TOTAL EXPENSE 62 278,70                     53 781,85                     

PROFIT 80 980,91                33 843,27                

LOSS -                             -                             

ACTUAL RESULTS
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CHF CHF CHF

Assets 31.12.2024 31.12.2023 Δ

Currents Assets 257 222,38                 256 039,08                 1 183,30                      

-  Postal Current Account 127 415,28                 126 171,98                 1 243,30                      
-  Postal Secondary Current Account 129 807,10                 129 867,10                 (60,00)                          

Regularization of assets 80 753,50                   778,50                         79 975,00                   

-  Prepayments / Prepaid expenses -                                -                                -                                
-  Accrued Income 80 753,50                   778,50                         79 975,00                   

Total Assets 337 975,88                256 817,58                81 158,30                  

Liabilities

Provision 12 109,20                   12 109,20                   -                                

-  Dieter Haas Provision 12 109,20                   12 109,20                   -                                

Regularization of liabilities 4 368,35                      4 190,96                      177,39                         

-  Accrued Expenses 3 823,35                      3 555,96                      267,39                         
-  Deferred revenue / Prepaid income 545,00                         635,00                         (90,00)                          

Capital 321 498,33                 240 517,42                 80 980,91                   

-  Capital 240 517,42                 206 674,15                 33 843,27                   
-  Period Profit/ Loss 80 980,91                   33 843,27                   47 137,64                   

Total Liabilities 337 975,88                256 817,58                81 158,30                  

 
2. Balance sheet at 31.12.2024 
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3. Report of the auditors 
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4. Report of the fiduciary 
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5. SSM Budget 2025 

 
 

BUDGET 2025

INCOME (I) 53 500,00                  

Membership fees income 46 500,00                             

SCNAT Support -                                         

Sponsoring -                                         

SSM Club of Microbiology Income 7 000,00                               

Other Income -                                         

EXPENSES (II) 64 400,00                   
PERSONNEL EXPENSES 31 000,00                             

Net Salary 23 000,00                             

Social Charges 8 000,00                               

OTHERS EXPENSES 33 400,00                             

Course, Workshop, Symposium -                                         

Travel, Commissions expenses 2 500,00                               

Committee Members Expenses 2 000,00                               

SSM communication -                                         

SSM awards 3 000,00                               

SSM Meeting Grants 6 000,00                               

SCNAT Deficit Guaranty -                                         

Travel grants 4 000,00                               

SSM Club of Microbiology Expenses 4 800,00                               

Subscription Fees to pay 6 500,00                               

Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 600,00                                  

Website 2 500,00                               

Postal Charges -                                         

Postfinance and Bank Charges 150,00                                  

Others Expenses 500,00                                  

Fiduciary Fees 600,00                                  

Audit Fees 250,00                                  

A - Operating result (I-II) (10 900,00)                          

B - Annual Meeting Benefit 5 000,00                             

B - Annual Meeting Deficit -                             
Annual Meeting Income 345 000,00                 
Annual Meeting Expenses 340 000,00                 
C - Exceptional result (V-VI) -                              

Exceptional income (V)

Exceptional Charge (VI)

TOTAL REVENUE 398 500,00            

TOTAL EXPENSE 404 400,00            

PROFIT -                     
LOSS (5 900,00)          
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5. SSM Budget 2026 

 

BUDGET 2026

INCOME (I) 56 500,00                  

Membership fees income 46 500,00                             

SCNAT Support -                                         

Sponsoring -                                         

SSM Club of Microbiology Income 10 000,00                             

Other Income

EXPENSES (II) 73 600,00                   
PERSONNEL EXPENSES 31 000,00                             

Net Salary 23 000,00                             

Social Charges 8 000,00                               

OTHERS EXPENSES 42 600,00                             

Course, Workshop, Symposium

Travel, Commissions expenses 2 500,00                               

Committee Members Expenses 2 000,00                               

SSM communication -                                         

SSM awards 3 000,00                               

SSM Meeting Grants 10 000,00                             

SCNAT Deficit Guaranty -                                         

Travel grants 8 000,00                               

SSM Club of Microbiology Expenses 6 000,00                               

Subscription Fees to pay 7 000,00                               

Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 300,00                                  

Website 2 500,00                               

Postal Charges -                                         

Postfinance and Bank Charges 150,00                                  

Others Expenses 300,00                                  

Fiduciary Fees 650,00                                  

Audit Fees 200,00                                  

A - Operating result (I-II) (17 100,00)                          

B - Annual Meeting Benefit 10 000,00                           

B - Annual Meeting Deficit -                             
Annual Meeting Income 300 000,00                 
Annual Meeting Expenses 290 000,00                 
C - Exceptional result (V-VI)

Exceptional income (V)

Exceptional Charge (VI)

TOTAL REVENUE 356 500,00            

TOTAL EXPENSE 363 600,00            

PROFIT -                     
LOSS (7 100,00)          
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Commission members:  

 

 

 

 

  
The main activity of the section Molecular Microbiology over the last year was to contribute to 
an exciting scientific program for the three-days Annual Meeting at the Kursaal in Bern, which 
took place from August 28-30, 2024, and was jointly organized by the SSM, the Swiss Society of 
Infectious Diseases and the Swiss Society for Hospital Hygiene. The section Molecular 
Microbiology organized seven scientific sessions covering the topics “Macromolecular 
machines”, “Bacteriophages and horizontal gene transfer”, “Microbial cell biology”, “Cell 
biology of infection”, “Archaea - The good, the bad, and the weird”, “Microbial physiology - 
Inglorious basterds”, and “Bacterial signal transduction - Lost in translation”. Several national and 
international speakers were invited to open these sessions, including Eilika Weber-Ban (Zürich, 
CH), Tanita Wein (Rehovot, IL), Martin Thanbichler (Marburg, DE), Maximiliano Gutierrez (London, 
UK), Sonja Verena Albers (Freiburg, DE), Simona Huwyler (Zürich, CH), and Ariane Briegel (Leiden, 
NL). The sessions also comprised a total of 22 short talks selected from the submitted abstracts. 
All sessions were very well attended, and the participants were truly excited about the swim in 
the cool Aare. 

 

The inaugural EMBO/FEBS Lecture Course on “Cell Biology of Host-Pathogen Interactions” – 
organized by Lena Pernas and Hubert Hilbi – took place from May 26–30, 2025, in Blois, France 
(https://meetings.embo.org/event/24-host-pathogen-bio). Generously hosted by the physics 
conference series Rencontres de Blois, the event was held at the stunning Château Royal de 
Blois, located in the heart of the Loire Valley, southwest of Paris. Alongside outstanding scientific 
sessions and exquisite cuisine, participants also enjoyed a guided tour of the Château, a historic 
landmark built between the 13th and 17th centuries. The program featured 25 internationally 
renowned speakers, 13 selected short talks, and nearly 60 posters, covering topics such as 
“Organelle-microbe conflicts,” “Host-pathogen communication,” “Compartmentalization 
during infection,” and “Metabolic control of and manipulation by pathogens.” In addition, a 
dedicated session on “Technologies to illuminate host-pathogen interactions” showcased 
cutting-edge tools and approaches advancing the field. A wide array of pathogens was 
discussed, with contributions from researchers working on pathogenic bacteria, viruses, and 
parasites targeting mammals, plants, and protozoa. Feedback from attendees was 
overwhelmingly positive, with participants leaving the course inspired and cheerful. Due to the 
strong interest and success of this event, the conference will now be held on a biennial basis. 

Hubert Hilbi (Zurich) 
Simona Huwiler (Zurich) 
Jörg Jores (Bern) 
Martin Pilhofer (Zurich) 
Patrick Viollier (Geneva) 
Jan-Willem Veening (Lausanne) 

 
Molecular Microbiology Section Report  
By Prof. Hubert Hilbi and Martin Pilhofer 
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Finally, pending approval by the society’s members, Alexander Harms will replace Martin Pilhofer 
as the coordinator for the Molecular Microbiology section. Alexander is a broadly interested, 
highly active and accomplished scientist, who is committed to a strong and sustained 
engagement for the SSM. His CV and letter of motivation are included in this annual report. 

 

Hubert Hilbi, June 2025 
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Commission members:  

 

        

 

 
                          No changes in commission members during 2024. 

 
 
Overview of key activities 
During 2024, the CCCM pursued several strategic initiatives, with regular meetings held every six 
to eight weeks. The commission maintained a strong focus on harmonizing and advancing 
microbiological diagnostics and education across Switzerland. 
 
Key achievements and developments include: 
1. Quality management and regulatory activities 

• ISO/IVDR alignment: Active engagement in providing guidance for IVDR compliance, 
particularly addressing challenges for smaller and medium-sized diagnostic labs. 
Delegates from our committee were in contact and exchange with Swissmedic. A 
document on IVDR-related recommendations, coordinated by FAMH, in diagnostics was 
started. 

Our commission monitors the market and documents tests which are removed from the Swiss 
market due to IVDR. If you have information on any test being removed, please send us the 
information to ivdr@swissmicrobiology.ch.  

• External Quality Assessment: The CCCM coordinated closely with CSCQ (Centre Suisse de 
Contrôle de Qualité) and MQ (Microbiological Quality Control Zurich) to ensure 
comprehensive and harmonized external quality assessments. 

 
2. Swiss Antibiogram Committee (SAC) 

• Reactivation and leadership: Reactivation of SAC under the leadership of PD Dr. Stefano 
Mancini (CHUV), ensuring ongoing stewardship and alignment with international EUCAST 
guidelines. Regular meetings are happening. 

• Antibiogram recommendations: Active updating and dissemination of guidelines through 
direct CCCM communication channels and the SSM website 
(https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/who-we-are/sciences/clinical-microbiology/swiss-
antibiogram-committee-sac).  
 

Maria Teresa Barbani (IFIK, University of Bern Reto Lienhard (ADMED, La-Chaux-de-Fonds) 

Livia Berlinger (Cantonal Hospital Lucerne) 
 

Linda Müller (EOC, Bellinzona) 

Alexis Dumoulin (Hospital Sion) Beatrice Nickel (Swiss TPH, Basel) 

Adrian Egli (IMM; University of Zurich) 
 

Martin Risch (Dr Risch Laboratories, Bern) 

Hans Fankhauser (Kantonsspital, Aarau) Jacques Schrenzel (HUG, Genève) 

Gilbert Greub (CHUV, Lausanne) Andrea Zbinden (Unilabs, Zurich) 

Nadia Liassine (Dianalabs, Genève)  

 
Clinical Microbiology Section Report  
By Prof. Adrian Egli 

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/who-we-are/sciences/clinical-microbiology/swiss-antibiogram-committee-sac
https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/who-we-are/sciences/clinical-microbiology/swiss-antibiogram-committee-sac
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3. Diagnostic Developments and Surveillance Activities 
• Monkeypox Diagnostics: Supported the integration of molecular diagnostic protocols and 

standardized laboratory reporting frameworks for monkeypox. 
• Group A Streptococcus Surveillance: CCCM initiated coordinated surveillance activities 

due to rising invasive Group A Streptococcus infections, emphasizing diagnostic and 
epidemiological consistency nationwide. 

• Multidrug-resistant Gram-negative Surveillance: Enhanced collaboration with Swiss 
Pathogen Surveillance Platform (SPSP), focusing on detecting and reporting of 
carbapenem-resistant Gram-negative pathogens through structured genomic 
surveillance. 

• Within the commission we exchange on increasing cases and make notes about unusual 
epidemiological observation. E.g., a Parvovirus B19 increase was published on the 
website. 
 

4. Education and Communication 
• Club de Microbiologie: The annual meeting was successfully hosted, providing a platform 

for discussion of challenging diagnostic cases and new microbiological technologies. 
• In addition, the CCCM has organized under the leadership of Reto Lienhard, Gilbert 

Greub, and Jacques Schrenzel a webinar series. 
• Newsletter Updates: Regular updates and communication via newsletters ensuring that 

members are continuously informed about relevant national and international 
microbiological developments. 
 

5. National Microbiology Diagnostic Guidelines 
• Analysenliste Updates: Ongoing revision and inclusion of new microbiological tests, both 

commercial and in-house developed, within the official federal “Analysenliste”, thus 
facilitating reimbursement pathways and improving clinical accessibility. This process 
requires a coordination within Switzerland – if you would like to add specific analytical 
tests on that list, please reach out to us, so a coordinated effort can be started. 

 
Outlook for 2025 
For 2025, the CCCM aims to further solidify its leadership role in promoting quality and consistency 
across microbiological diagnostics, continue support for laboratories navigating regulatory 
challenges, and enhance national epidemiological surveillance. Collaboration with 
stakeholders and continued member engagement will be prioritized to advance clinical 
microbiology practice across Switzerland. 
 
For ESCMID, we suggested a session, which was approved. Oliver Nolte presented about artificial 
intelligence and laboratory automation in a session in Vienna. Also an ESCMID based workshop 
is planned for June 2025 focusing on artificial intelligence and microbiological diagnostics. This 
workshop will be supported by the SSM. 
 
We thank all commission members and associated organizations for their invaluable 
contributions and look forward to furthering our collective objectives in the coming year. towards 
Swissmedic. 
 
 
Adrian Egli, Zurich, June 2025 
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Commission members:  

 

The Swiss virology community celebrated the 10th SwissVirology meeting in 2025. The meeting 
took place in Bern at the Hotel Ambassador from January 28th-29th. The goal of the - by now - 
traditional SwissVirology meetings is to bring together in Switzerland a maximum number of 
research groups working in fundamental virology to promote interaction, exchange of ideas, 
and collaborations in an informal and collegial atmosphere. The SwissVirology Organizing and 
Scientific Committee with Angela Ciuffi (University of Lausanne), Cornel Fraefel (University of 
Zurich), Jérôme Gouttenoire (University of Lausanne), Ben Hale (University of Zurich), Grégory 
Mathez (University of Lausanne), Karin Metzner (University Hospital of Zurich), Philippe Plattet 
(University of Bern), Mirco Schmolke (University of Geneva), Matthias Schweizer (University of 
Bern), Caroline Tapparel Vu (University of Geneva), and Volker Thiel (University of Bern), has put 
together a very interesting program with exciting speakers. The opening Keynote lectures was 
given by Timothy Tellinghuisen (Roche, Basel), and Gisa Gerold (University of Veterinary Medicine 
Hannover, Germany), and invited speakers were Charaf Benarafa (IVI and University of Bern), 
Daniel Kaufmann (Lausanne University Hospital), Selma Dahmane (University of Basel), Vibhu 
Prasad (University of Geneva), Aleksandar Antanasijevic (EPFL), Katharine Röltgen (Swiss Tropical 
and Public Health Institute). An exciting closing lecture was given by Urs Greber (University of 
Zürich). The 10th SwissVirology Meeting was a full success with the highest number of participants, 
and we look forward to the next meeting in 2027. 

 

The SSM Virology Commission will undergo some personal changes. Two Virology Commission 
members have stepped down. Thomas Klimkait, University of Basel, has retired recently and we 
wish an enjoyable retirement and thank him very much for all the time and effort he has invested 
for the Commission and the SSM. Karin Metzner has also stepped down from the Commission. 
She moved to the Paul-Ehrlich Institute (PEI), Langen, Germany, as Head of the NAT Section at 
the European Reference Laboratory for In-Vitro Diagnostic Medical Devices. We wish her much 
success for this exciting step in her career and thank her very much for all she did for the SSM 
Virology Commission to promote virology in Switzerland. 

 

A further change in the Virology Commission concerns me. I will step down as head of the SSM 
Virology Commission but will remain a member of the Commission. I’m very happy that Silke 
Stertz, Professor at the Institute for Medical Virology of the University of Zürich expressed her 

Angela Ciuffi (Lausanne) Grégory Mathez (Lausanne) 
Cornel Fraefel (Zurich) Karin Metzner (Zurich) 
Jerome Gouttenoire (Lausanne) Matthias Schweizer (Bern) 
Urs Greber (Zurich) Caroline Tapparel Vu (Geneva) 
Thomas Klimkait (Basel) Volker Thiel (Bern) 

 
Virology Section Report  
By Prof. Volker Thiel 
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interest to take over the lead of the SSM Virology Commission. Silke is a nationally and 
internationally highly renowned virologist and a world-expert in influenza virus biology. The 
commission and me strongly support her candidacy for the election as new head of the SSM 
Virology Commission! Her expertise in, and her enthusiasm for virology will be a great addition to 
the SSM. 

Volker Thiel, Bern, June 2025 
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Commission members:  

         
         
             

 

On August 28th, 2024, the second Swiss Mycology Symposium was held at the Kursaal Bern as a 
satellite meeting of the SSM Annual Congress. The event featured nine oral presentations by PhD 
students and postdoctoral researchers, as well as two keynote lectures delivered by Carolina 
Cornejo (WSL Birmensdorf) and Lucas Grob (ETH Zürich and CEO of Swiss Food Research). 
The symposium concluded with a farewell lecture by Professor Bruce McDonald (ETH Zürich), in 
which we honored his outstanding career and invaluable contributions to the fields of fungal 
population genetics and evolutionary biology. We also extend our heartfelt thanks for his long-
standing involvement in the Swiss mycology community. 
The next Swiss Mycology Symposium will take place on June 27th, 2025, in Birmensdorf. 
 
 
Current efforts, led by Aleksandar Vještica from the University of Lausanne, aim to strengthen the 
networking between the Swiss mycology community and researchers working on the yeast 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, who are primarily represented within the newly formed subsection 
Molecular and Cellular Mycology. Through these efforts, we hope to strengthen the community 
of mycologists in Switzerland and enhance the visibility of the diverse expertise in fungal research 
across the country. 
 
 
Alix Cost, Lausanne, May 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Saskia Bindschedler (Neuchâtel) Salome Leibundgut-Landmann (Zurich) 
Philipp Bosshard (Zurich) Fabio Palmieri (Neuchâtel) 
Alix Coste (Lausanne) Arnaud Riat (Geneva) 
Jurg Enkerli (Zurich) Dominique Sanglard (Lausanne) 
Markus Künzler (Zurich) Aleksandar Vještica (Lausanne) 
Frederic Lamoth (Lausanne)  

 
Mycology Section Report  
By Dr Alix Coste 
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Commission members:  

  

    

The Microbial Ecology section brings together experts interested in how microorganisms interact 
with other organisms and with their environment. Our scope is broad and includes all types of 
microorganisms and their habitats, ranging from those residing in waters and soils, on and within 
hosts, and in engineered systems. Our scope also includes both fundamental and applied 
aspects, such as how to manipulate and control microbial systems to achieve desired outcomes. 

 
One of our main activities last year was to plan and participate in the 2025 Swiss Microbial 
Ecology (SME) meeting, which is a biannual event that seeks to promote interactions among 
Swiss researchers in the broader field of Microbial Ecology. The meeting took place in Einsiedeln 
from the 15th to 17th of January and was primarily organized by Prof. Jakob Pernthaler (University 
of Zürich) with assistance from Dave Johnson (Eawag/UniBe). Overall, the meeting was a great 
success! We had approximately 90 attendees, 8 invited speakers, 25 contributed talks, and 33 
poster presentations. We are excited to announce that the next meeting will occur in 2027 in 
Sion and will be hosted by Prof. Wenyu Gu (EPFL). We will keep you updated as the program 
develops. 

 
An important activity for the upcoming year will be to emphasize the importance of including 
microbiologists when making decisions regarding climate change mitigation and adaptation in 
Switzerland. As is obvious to us, microorganisms have critical roles in controlling the production 
and consumption of all major climate-altering gasses. Moreover, climate change is expected to 
alter the environmental distribution and transmission of infectious diseases.  Yet, it is our opinion 
that microbiologists are not sufficiently represented at policy discussions. We look forward to 
discussing with you how we can become more involved in such discussions.  

 

On behalf of the commission of Microbial Ecology and the SSM, I would like to thank all members 
of the SSM community and the many individuals that contributed to our work. 

 

Dave Johnson, Dübendorf, May 2025 

Helmut Bürgmann (Kastanienbaum) Marie Schoelmerich (Zurich) 
Wenyu Gu (Lausanne) Shinichi  Sunagawa (Zurich) 
David R. Johnson (Dübendorf) Jan Roelof van der Meer (Lausanne) 
Pilar Junier (Neuchâtel) Julia Vorholt (Zurich) 
Cara Magnabosco (Zürich) David Weissbrodt (Trondheim) 
Sara Mitri (Lausanne) Jakob Zopfi (Basel) 
  

 
Microbial Ecology Section Report  
By Dr. David Johnson 
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Commission members:  

 

 
With Pilar Junier having officially taken over from Gilbert Greub as head of the Lay 
Communication Section on January 1, 2024, this year marked a moment of transition and 
renewal for our mission of bringing microbiology closer to the public. The section continues to 
focus on core goals to increase public awareness and promote a broader understanding of 
microbes and their relevance to everyday life, disseminate the work of our members, and 
strengthen collaboration with science communication initiatives nationally and internationally. 

Highlights and Achievements in 2024 

Several new and continuing initiatives helped us advance these goals: 

• Updating of the Commission Members: The composition of the Lay Communication 
Commission has been updated. This renewal brings fresh energy and perspectives to our 
activities. 
 

• Survey and Website Update: In early 2024, we conducted a national survey to map lay 
communication activities undertaken by our members. The results highlighted the breadth 
and creativity of public engagement work being done across Switzerland. A dedicated 
section on the SSM website now features these activities, showcasing inspiring examples 
and encouraging wider participation. 
 

• Preparation for “My Thesis in 180 Seconds”: We have launched the 2024 edition of this 
successful contest, to be held during the upcoming SSM annual meeting in Interlaken. The 
initiative remains a key tool for portraying the research of early-career members and to 
engage them with lay communication activities. 
 

• Commission Strategy Discussions: The Lay Communication Commission held multiple 
meetings throughout the year to identify strategic directions and explore new ideas and 
future actions for the commission.  
 

• Creative Storytelling Workshop: A standout event of the year was a workshop organized 
by Gilbert Greub, Christèle Aubry and Yohann Thenaisie, in which participants explored 
storytelling techniques and resulted in the production of three original microbiology-

Marion Aruanno (Lausanne) Carole Kebbi-Beghdadi (Lausanne) 
Christèle Aubry (Lausanne) Shawna McCallin (Lausanne) 
Gilbert Greub (Lausanne) Arpita Sahoo (Zurich) 
David R. Johnson (Dübendorf) Florian Tagini (Lausanne) 
Pilar Junier (Neuchâtel)  
  

 
Lay Communication Section Report  
By Prof. Pilar Junier  
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themed cartoons. These were illustrated by a professional artist. This activity brilliantly 
merged creativity, science, and outreach. 
 
 

We sincerely thank all contributors and members for their involvement in this shared mission. Your 
passion for science and commitment to outreach continue to make Swiss microbiology visible, 
accessible, and inspiring to the wider public. 

 

 

Pilar Junier, Neuchâtel, June 2025 
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Commission members: 

 

This year, the Early Career section demonstrated great dynamism by organizing regular 
commission meetings to exchange insights and drive various initiatives forward. A key highlight 
was the most recent SSM meeting, where the section successfully hosted two well-attended 
sessions focused on career development. These included Lunch Table sessions designed to foster 
meaningful dialogue between early-career members and esteemed senior microbiologists, 
providing a valuable platform for career advice and networking. We are pleased that these 
sessions were met with such a positive reception. 

Looking ahead to the 2025 SSM meeting, Lunch Table sessions will once again be organized. In 
addition, we are excited to announce two engaging sessions scheduled for the afternoon of 
August 26th, from 14:00 to 17:30. These sessions will cover timely and relevant topics: artificial 
intelligence and imposter syndrome. The afternoon will conclude with a networking event, 
offering further opportunities for connection and collaboration. 

To boost participation among Early Career microbiologists in the Society, it's our pleasure to 
outline the perks available to them. We encourage you to spread the word among your younger 
peers. Early Career members have the opportunity to apply for an SSM travel grant to participate 
in international conferences, thereby enriching their resumes. For more details, please visit the 
SSM grants page (Financial support (swissmicrobiology.ch)). 

Being part of the SSM also means enjoying the advantages offered by the Federation of 
European Microbiological Societies (FEMS), which includes a variety of training opportunities and 
discounts. More information can be found on the FEMS website (FEMS Events (fems-
microbiology.org)). 

For those with an interest in clinical microbiology, engaging in the activities of the Trainee 
Association of the European Society for Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) 
comes highly recommended. As SSM members, you will also receive the latest updates in this 
area, aimed at honing both general and specific skills (ESCMID: Trainee Association of ESCMID). 

Early Career members are eligible for awards such as the PhD award and the SSM 
Encouragement Award, with more information available on the SSM awards page (Awards 
(swissmicrobiology.ch)). Throughout the annual meeting, various competitions are organized by 
the society, including awards for the best oral presentation, the best poster, and contests in lay 

Marion Aruanno (Lausanne) Fabio Palmieri (Neuchâtel) 
Hanna Marti (Zurich) Florian Tagini (Lausanne) 
Gregory Mathez (Lausanne) Alessandra Vitale (Zurich) 
Francis Muchaamba (Zurich)  

 
“Early Career” Report  
By Dr Florian Tagini 
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communication. Additionally, as outlined previously, there are dedicated sessions specifically for 
Early Career members. 

Membership as a student in the SSM is required to take advantage of these benefits, and it is 
open to those studying in microbiology-related fields (at the bachelor, master, or PhD levels) or 
those undergoing training in clinical microbiology (FAMH). This membership comes with a 
reduced annual fee of 35 CHF (instead of 110 CHF !) and discounts for attending the annual 
meeting. 

Early Career members benefit from the same rights as regular members, including the receipt of 
professional news via electronic means, networking within the microbiology community, voting 
rights at the general assembly, and opportunities to apply for positions such as the Early Career 
representative or other roles within the SSM board. 

Looking forward to the upcoming SSM annual meeting, we encourage the sharing of your ideas, 
thoughts, or projects for the society. Young members eager to participate in organizing activities 
are especially encouraged to reach out.  

Florian Tagini, Lausanne, June 2025 
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SSM BENEFITS 
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The SSM offers a wide range of benefits to its members:  

 

Scientific Information and Networking 

 
 

- Annual meeting 

- Newsletter, Social media 

- Advantages of affiliated societies (see list page 36) 

 

 
Financial Support 
 

- Travel Grants 
The SSM provides travel grants for young member scientists.  

- Meeting Grants 
The SSM supports the organisation of scientific meetings. 

To know more about the rules, please go to 
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/grants/rules  

 
Awards: 
 

- SSM Encouragement Award is given to young investigators in the field of microbiology 
for achievements that are outstanding in terms of their originality and of particular 
scientific value. Achievements in the field of teaching as well as research and 
development are taken into consideration as well. The Award is given for a work that 
has been carried out in Switzerland or that is closely connected with our country. 
More details: https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/awards/encouragement-awards  

- SSM PhD Award distinguishes outstanding PhDs obtained in the field of microbiology 
and carried out in Switzerland or in close collaboration with Switzerland.  
More details: https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/awards/phd-awards   

- Best Oral Presentation: 5 Awards (one per section) in the context of the annual 
meeting presentations. 

- Poster Award: 3 Awards selected during the annual meeting  
   

https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/grants/rules
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/awards/encouragement-awards
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/awards/phd-awards
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TRAVEL 
GRANTS 
REPORTS 
2024 
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The Swiss Society for Microbiology SGM-SSM can provide funding for activities related to 

the dissemination of scientific results by its members. To know more about the rules, 

please go to https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/grants/rules  
 
In 2024, the SSM provided two travel grants: 

 

o Ellen-Aleksandra Svorjova  

Viruses of Microbes 2024,  

Cairns, Australia 15 -19 July 2024  

 

o Enrique Rayo 

20th International Conference on Infectious Diseases,  

Cape Town, South Africa, 3- 6 December 2024   

 

 

 

 

The grant reports are available on our website  
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/grants/travel-grants 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/grants/rules
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/promoting/grants/travel-grants
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AFFILIATIONS 
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    With gratitude for their outstanding dedication to the society, 
we proudly present our Honorary Members: 
 
 

 
 
 

• Prof. Dr. Michel ARAGNO  
• Prof. Dr. Werner ARBER  
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Raymond AUCKENTHALER  
• Prof. Dr. Reinhard BACHOFEN  
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Jacques BILLE  
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Gabriela PFYFFER VON ALTISHOFEN  
• Prof. Dr. Jean-Claude PIFFARETTI  
• Prof. Dr. Linda THOENY-MEYER 
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Alexander VON GRAEVENITZ  
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Reinhard ZBINDEN  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Current List of Honorary Members  
By alphabetical order 
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As a Collective Member of the Swiss Society for Microbiology (SSM), you can Boost 
Your Industry’s Visibility and Connections 
For an annual fee of just 300 CHF, private companies can become part of Switzerland's 
vibrant microbiology community through collective membership in the SSM. This 
membership offers valuable benefits that promote visibility and provide opportunities to 
stay at the forefront of advancements in microbiology. 
Becoming an SSM Collective Member is more than just a membership; it’s a 
commitment to advancing microbiological science and supporting research:  
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/registration  

Thank You to Our Collective Members – Partners in Advancing Microbiology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Collective members  

 

https://swissmicrobiology.ch/registration
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In 2024, the SSM welcomed 46 new members:  
 
o 32 new ordinary members: 
 

LAST NAME FISRT NAME INSTITUT 
ADAMS Simone CHUV-Institute of Microbiology 
AEBY Sebastien CHUV-Institute of Microbiology 
AUBRY Christèle CHUV-Institute of Microbiology 
BARBANI  Maria Teresa Universität Bern 
BLAICH Annette University Hospital Basel 
BOURGEON Marilou  Institute of Verterinary Bacteriology 
FASO Carmen Institute for Infectious Diseases 
FREI Andrea Amt für Verbraucherschutz- ZUG 
GEORGIEVA Maria  CHUV-Institute of Microbiology 
GOEMENS Camille EPFL 
HAMMES Frederik Eawag 
HILL Virginia Viollier AG 
HILTY Markus University of Bern 
HOBBIE  Sven  University Hospital Basel 
HUBER Sandra Medizinische Laboratorien Dr. F. Käppeli  
JAYOL  Aurélie  Etablissements Hospitaliers du Nord Vaudois (eHnv) 
JECKELMANN  Claire University of Bern Institute for Infectious Diseases 
KARRER Yannis  Invenimus Medizinische Laboratorien AG 
KETTERER Maren University of Basel 
KOCH Michel Federal Office of Public Health FOPH 
MARTI Elisabet Agroscope 
MAUFFREY  Florian  CHUV 
MORANDI Pierre-Alain CSCQ 
NOBS Samuel  University of Zurich 
REMY Melissa Medisyn 
REYES Carolina Empa 
TALKER   Stephanie Institute of Virology and Immunology 
THOMSEN Jens  Medics 
WEISS Gregor ETH ZÜRICH-Institute for Molecular Biology and Biophysics 
YILMAZ Bahtiyar University of Bern 
YU Yaochun Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology 
ZHANG Jing  Institute of Veterinary Bacteriology 

 
o 14 new students:  

 
 

 
New ordinary members in 2024 
By alphabetical order 
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LAST NAME FISRT NAME INSTITUT 

BERNAUER Sebastian University of Basel 
BRAUNWEILER Joanne Biozentrum, University of Basel 
BRECHT Alexandra  Biozentrum, University of Basel 
BÜHLMANN Moritz University of Basel 
EVERTZ Elena ethz 
GERMUSKOVA  Zoja  University of Zurich 
HUBER Alexandra University of Basel 
HUMOLLI  Dorentina ETH Zürich 
KOCYAN Sophia ETH Zurich 
LANGLOIS Luca University of Zürich  
PAS Celia Gent University Belgium 
TONG Chen University of Zürich 
VOLLENWEIDER Vera University of Zürich 
ZIMMERMANN Felix Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL 
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Join a Thriving Community of Microbiology Professionals! 

Become a member of the Swiss Society of Microbiology and connect with 
experts, access exclusive resources, and contribute to the advancement 
of microbiological science. Whether you're a professional or a student, our 
community offers the support, opportunities, and networks you need to 
grow and succeed. Register today and be part of the future of 
microbiology! 
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/connecting/members/become-a-member-2 

 

By becoming a member, you can benefit from: 

- Professional Networking: Connect with leading experts and peers in the field of 
microbiology. 

- Reduced participation fees: Enjoy special rates for SSM Annual Meeting 

- Awards and Recognition: Apply for prestigious SSM awards 

- Travel Grants: Young scientists can apply for travel grants to attend conferences and 
workshops. 

- Support for Scientific Meetings: SSM supports the organization of scientific events. 

- Affiliated Societies: Access news, resources, and support from our network of affiliated 
societies. 

- Engage in the society: Contribute to shaping the future of microbiology by joining 
commissions and the board. 

 
 

Current members: you can update your profile by logging in, select edit 
profile and update your info. You can also send a mail to 
secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch  
 
 

 
Membership  

 

https://swissmicrobiology.ch/connecting/members/become-a-member-2
mailto:secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch
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The SSM is currently affiliated to the following societies. 
Explore SSM member benefits through Affiliated Societies. 
Check Their Pages for Details! 
 
 
 
 
 

Swiss Academy of Sciences 
https://naturalsciences.ch 

 

 
 
 
 

European Society of Clinical 
Microbiology and Infectious 

Diseases 
https://www.escmid.org 

 

 
 
 
 

Federation of European 
Microbiological Societies 

https://fems-microbiology.org 
 

   
 
 
 

 
European Federation of 

Biotechnology 
http://www.efbiotechnology.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 

European Union of Medical 
Specialists 

https://www.uems.eu 

 

 
 
 

 
International Union of 

Microbiological Societies 
https://iums.org/index.html 

 
   
 
 
 
 

European Society for Virology 
http://www.eusv.eu 

 

 
 
 
 
 

European Confederation of 
Medical Mycology 

https://www.ecmm.info 
 

 
 
 
 
 

International Mycological 
Association (IMA) 

http://www.ima-mycology.org/ 
 

   

 
 
 
 
International Society for Human 

and Animal Mycology 
https://www.isham.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Swiss Union of Laboratory 
Medicine 

https://www.sulm.ch 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Swiss Coordination Committee 
for Biotechnology 
https://www.sk-

biotechnologie.ch/ 

 
 

 
SSM Affiliations 

 

https://naturalsciences.ch/
https://www.escmid.org/
https://fems-microbiology.org/
http://www.efbiotechnology.org/
https://www.uems.eu/
https://iums.org/index.html
http://www.eusv.eu/
https://www.ecmm.info/
http://www.ima-mycology.org/
https://www.isham.org/
https://www.sulm.ch/
https://www.sk-biotechnologie.ch/
https://www.sk-biotechnologie.ch/
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  CALENDER OF 
UPCOMING  

EVENTS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SS
M

 A
N

N
U

AL
 R

EP
O

RT
 2

02
5 

IN
FO

 7
3 

 
 

49 

The below events can be subject to change, so please check regularly our 
website event page and the related event page to view the latest 
updates. https://swissmicrobiology.ch/communicating/public-
events/year.listevents/2025/06/17/-   

 

PLANNED 2025 EVENTS 
JUN - JUL  
22 JUN - 27 JUN Negative-Strand RNA Virus Meeting 2025   
27 JUN Swiss Mycology Symposium 
7 JUL - 10 JUL Du savoir au jeu : microbes et santé 
AUG  
25 AUG - 29 AUG Arolla2025 Workshop "BioMatter: From cytoskeleton to embryo" 
  

 
27 AUG – 28 AUG 
 

 
SSM Annual Meeting 2025 - INTERLAKEN  

  

SEPT  
29 SEPT - 30 SEPT Infection Prevention 2025 
  

PLANNED 2026 EVENTS 
FEB  
11 FEB - 12 FEB LS2 Annual Meeting 2026 
  

 
26 AUG - 28 AUG 

 
SSM Annual Meeting 2026 - MONTREUX   
 

  
 

https://swissmicrobiology.ch/communicating/public-events/year.listevents/2025/06/17/-
https://swissmicrobiology.ch/communicating/public-events/year.listevents/2025/06/17/-
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“INFO” is the Official Annual Report of the Swiss 
Society for Microbiology. 

It is sent to all SSM members once a year. 

 
 
 
The current SSM annual report « INFO 73» has been prepared by: 

Nathalie MERMOUD 

General Secretary  

Swiss Society for Microbiology 

E-mail: secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch 

 
 
We would like to thank SCNAT for their financial support 

 


	This year, the Early Career section demonstrated great dynamism by organizing regular commission meetings to exchange insights and drive various initiatives forward. A key highlight was the most recent SSM meeting, where the section successfully hoste...
	Looking ahead to the 2025 SSM meeting, Lunch Table sessions will once again be organized. In addition, we are excited to announce two engaging sessions scheduled for the afternoon of August 26th, from 14:00 to 17:30. These sessions will cover timely a...
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	For those with an interest in clinical microbiology, engaging in the activities of the Trainee Association of the European Society for Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) comes highly recommended. As SSM members, you will also recei...
	Early Career members are eligible for awards such as the PhD award and the SSM Encouragement Award, with more information available on the SSM awards page (Awards (swissmicrobiology.ch)). Throughout the annual meeting, various competitions are organiz...
	Membership as a student in the SSM is required to take advantage of these benefits, and it is open to those studying in microbiology-related fields (at the bachelor, master, or PhD levels) or those undergoing training in clinical microbiology (FAMH). ...
	Early Career members benefit from the same rights as regular members, including the receipt of professional news via electronic means, networking within the microbiology community, voting rights at the general assembly, and opportunities to apply for ...
	Looking forward to the upcoming SSM annual meeting, we encourage the sharing of your ideas, thoughts, or projects for the society. Young members eager to participate in organizing activities are especially encouraged to reach out.

