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WORD OF THE PRESIDENT      

          

Dear Members ,  

 

The INFO67 provides all the information you require for a fruitful general assembly in 2019. A 

few important votes should be held as part of this annual assembly . First, Prof. Jacques 

Schrenzel from the University of Geneva, is the candidate to become the new President elect  

of the society . He will  be expected to replace me as president in 2022. Proposing Prof. 

Schrenzel as new president follows the tradition of alternating between a medical 

microbiologist and a non -medical microbiologist for the SSM presid ency . This is very important 

for the committee  to represent , to the best of our abilities, the diversity of fields covered by 

our members . I am very glad that Prof. Schrenzel is willing to step in as president, a role that is 

essential to guarantee  a healt hy and successful society for us all. Prof. Schrenzel is not a 

stranger to the SSM committee, as he is currently the leader of the medical microbiology 

section. Therefore, we need to elect a new leader for this section. We are also glad to 

announce that Pr of. Adrian Egli from the University of Basel is ready to join the committee and 

assume this role.  

After the amazing work performed  by Dr. Karl Perron from the University of Geneva to launch 

the section in Lay Communication, we regret to announce that he cannot continue in his role 

as section leader . Therefore, Prof. Greub, who was also involved  during his presidency in the 

creation of the section, has accepted to step in temporarily  to ensure its survival. Therefore, 

this INFO67 is for me not only an opportunity to thank Dr. Perron, on behalf of the SSM for  all 

his work and to wish him success in his future endeavors, but also an opportunity to invite 

members  interested in the future  development of the  Lay Communication section to present 

their  candidacy for the role of section leader to be elected in the 2020 assembly.  

Finally, after many unsuccessful years searching for a candidate to represent the most junior 

members of the societ y, I am extremely glad to announce the candidacy of Dr. Florian Tagini, 

who is willing to join the committee  from 2020 . 

Although, the chief of my foreword is focused on the key elections to be held in Zurich, I want 

also to invite you all to read the indiv idual reports of our section leaders . These reports give 

you an overview of the diversity of activities undertaken by SSM members. I would like also to  

thank all our section leader s for  their work. SSM can only advance by having committed 

members that are willing to work for the greater good of the society. As a final point, I would 

like to invite you to revise the financial status of the society and the proposed budget for 2020. 

In contrast to many other societies facing difficult financial situations, the  finances of the SSM 

are  currently healthy thanks to recent very successful SSM meetings. Therefore, this offers the 

opportunity to discuss about the future of the SSM, which is the last point of our agenda  in 

Zurich.  

I wish you all a nice reading, a grea t summer and I hope to see you in the general assembly.  

 

With my best regards,  

 

Pilar JUNIER 

President SSM 2019 to 2021  
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SSM ANNUAL MEETING 

Invitation to the General Assembly   
 

All SSM members are cordially invited to attend the General Assembly of the Swiss 

Society for Microbiology (SSM) that will take place  

On Tuesday 3rd of September  2019 from 5 :45 PM till 6:45 PM, 

At the  University of Zürich, Irchel Campus, Room I  

Agenda:  

1. Review of the agenda  

2. Approval of Annual Assembly Minutes  

3. Account 201 8 approval and report by auditors  

4. Discussion of 2019 budget  

5. Approval of 20 20 budget  

6. Approval of 201 9 commission reports:  

 - Prokaryotic Biology  

- Clinical Microbiology   

- Virology   

- Mycology   

- Environmental Microbiology   

- Lay Communication   

7.  New member  of committee: election of J. Schrenzel (future president), A. Egli (head 

of Clinical Microbiology) and G. Greub (head of Lay communication)   

8. New members  and New Honorary member   

9. Website  information : Update contact info   

11. Travel Grants  

12. SSM Annual Meeting 2020 , Geneva  

13.  Memorandum between SSI and SSM  

14.      News from the European societies (FEMs /ESCMID ) 

15.      Future of the SSM  

16.      Other / varia / news  

* IMPORTANT:  Kindly send your inquiries by mail to the president via our general secretary 

(secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch ) before the 6th of August 201 9. 

Pilar Junier  

mailto:secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch
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SSM Income statement 201 8 vs. 2017  
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Balance sheet at 31.12.201 8  
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Report of the auditors  
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Report of the fiduciary  
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SSM 2018 Budget   
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SSM 2019 Budget   

 

 

 

2019

INCOME (I) 43,050.00           

Membership fees income 40,000.00           

SCNAT Support

Sponsoring 3,000.00             

Interest Incomes 50.00                  

Annual Meeting Benefit -                     

EXPENSES (II) 82,100.00           

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES -                     

Annual Meeting Organisation -                     

Annual Meeting Deficit -                     

SSM Section Specific  Events -                     

SCNAT Contribution -                     

PERSONNEL EXPENSES 35,000.00           

Net Salary 27,000.00           

Social Charges 8,000.00             

OTHERS EXPENSES 47,100.00           

Course, Workshop, Symposium 3,000.00             

Travel, Commissions expenses 2,000.00             

Committee Member Fees 4,000.00             

SSM communication 8,000.00             

Support contribution and SSM award 8,500.00             

SSM Deficit Guaranty 4,000.00             

Travel grants 6,000.00             

Subscription Fees to pay 8,000.00             

Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 200.00                

Office Supplies

Computer and IT Equipement

Web Site Fees 1,000.00             

Postal Charges 100.00                

Postfinance and Bank Charges 300.00                

Others Expenses 1,000.00             

Fiduciary Fees 500.00                

Audit Fees 500.00                

A - Operating result (I-II) (39,050.00)          

C - Exceptional result (V-VI) -                     

Exceptional income (V)

Exceptional Charge (VI)

Taxes

TOTAL REVENUE 43,050.00           

TOTAL EXPENSE 82,100.00           

PROFIT -                

LOSS (39,050.00)     
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SSM 2020 Budget   

 

 

 

2020

INCOME (I) 44,050.00           

Membership fees income 41,000.00           

SCNAT Support

Sponsoring 3,000.00             

Interest Incomes 50.00                  

Annual Meeting Benefit

EXPENSES (II) 89,250.00           

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES -                     

Annual Meeting Organisation

Annual Meeting Deficit

Satellite Symposium

SCNAT Contribution

PERSONNEL EXPENSES 35,000.00           

Net Salary 27,000.00           

Social Charges 8,000.00             

OTHERS EXPENSES 54,250.00           

Course, Workshop, Symposium 5,000.00             

Travel, Commissions expenses 2,000.00             

Committee Member Fees 3,500.00             

SSM communication 5,000.00             

Support contribution and SSM award 12,000.00           

SSM Deficit Guaranty 6,000.00             

Travel grants 9,000.00             

Subscription Fees to pay 8,000.00             

Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 250.00                

Web Site Fees 1,500.00             

Postal Charges 100.00                

Postfinance and Bank Charges 150.00                

Others Expenses 1,000.00             

Financial Expenses

Fiduciary Fees 600.00                

Audit Fees 150.00                

A - Operating result (I-II) (45,200.00)          

C - Exceptional result (V-VI) -                     

Exceptional income (V)

Exceptional Charge (VI)

Taxes

TOTAL REVENUE 44,050.00           

TOTAL EXPENSE 89,250.00           

PROFIT -                

LOSS (45,200.00)     
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Report by the Commission 

òProkaryotic Biology sectionó of the 

SSM  

Prof. Patrick Viollier , Prof. Hubert Hilbi  
 

  Commission  members :  

Hubert Hilbi (Zürich)  

Patrick Viollier (Geneva)  

Jan -Willem Veening (Lausanne)  

 

 

 

 

As of January 1st 2019, Hubert Hilbi took over the coordination of the section from 

Patrick Viollier. Hubert strives to promote the section in its full breadth, comprising 

physiology, molecular genetics, cell and structural biology, signal transduction and 

gene regulation, natural compound production and antibiotic resistance  

mechanisms, as well as virulence strategies of prokaryotic cells and their phages. To 

support scientists and professionals working in this vast field, and to foster a fruitful 

exchange with other disciplines, meetings and workshops on some of these topics  are 

planned in the near future.  

On occasion of the next SSM general assembly on September 3rd 2019 in Zürich, 

Hubert will represent the section. In the hope to coin an even more illustrative and 

tangible term, he proposes to rename the section and call it  òMolecular 

Microbiologyó. The section is thought to also represent the fields of òCellular 

Microbiologyó also known as òCell Biology of Infectionó, and to complement the 

sections òClinical Microbiologyó and òEnvironmental Microbiologyó. Finally, the label 

òMolecular Microbiologyó is congruent with the long-standing section meeting, 

SWIMM (Swiss Molecular Microbiology), which is scheduled to be continued as a 

biannual event.  

Hopefully, many (young) microbiologists and SSM members will engage in and initiate  

exciting activities in the broad field of Molecular Microbiology. Applications and 

expressions of interest for joining the section board are very welcome.  

With the goal of mobilizing and reinforcing the activities and engagement of young 

microbiologists w ithin the section, a 2 -day SSM Prokaryotic Biology Workshop (PBW) will 

be held for PhD students and young postdocs to present their research activities to 

their peers. This event will take place in Coppet (VD) on 29th and 30th of October 2019 

and will be d esigned to provide a platform for interactions of young scientists in the 

field of Prokaryotic Biology working at different Swiss universities.  
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After many very enjoyable years in the SSM committee, the time has come for Patrick 

Viollier to step down as PB section chair. Many thanks go to Patrick for his efforts during 

his tenure, and we hope that his engagement for the PB section, acting from behind 

the curtains from now onwards, will remain.  

 

Patrick Viollier/Hubert Hilbi; Geneva/Zürich, May 2019  
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Report by the Commission òClinical 

Microbiologyó of the SSM  

Prof. Jacques Schrenzel  

 

 
 

Gladys Martinetti (EOLAB, Bellinzona), Meri 

Gorgievski (Bern), Nadia Liassine (Dianalabs, 

Genève), Marie -Lise Tritten (ADMED, La Chaux -

de -Fonds) André Burnens (Synlab), Adrian Egli 

(Universitätsspital Basel), Hans Fankhauser 

(Kantonsspital, Aarau), Eric Grüter (Swissmedic, 

Bern), Martin Risch (lmz Dr Risch, Bern), Reinhard 

Zbinden (IMM, Zürich), Jacques Schrenzel 

(coordinator; HUG, Genève).  

 

 

During the past period, the committee met twice in May and November 2018.  

Our white paper on molecular diagnostic panels is now published (Pipette 02/2019); it 

is also freely available from our website (ref 1) and should help clinical laboratories to 

implement usage  of these new assays.  

TransAL II (the second part of the revision of laboratory testing) has completed the 

removal of obsolete analyses. The commission is now addressing phase 2, i.e. the 

review of the current analyses as well as their reimbursement. This  appears especially 

sensitive in the field of molecular diagnostics. We are well aware of the high political 

and societal pressures on costs and will actively help supporting this revision. Yet this 

should not lead to an oversimplification of the codes tha t are actively used for lab 

logistics (IT), for billing purposes, by insurances and very likely also for personalized 

medicine. We are also embarking on phase 3, in order to propose new analyses, 

including molecular panels, genomics and metagenomics analys es in microbiology 

and rapid phenotypic tests for AST. All members are welcome to send their 

suggestions! Please note that these new tests will need to be supported by rather 

strong medico -economic elements.  

The Swiss Strategy on Antibio Resistance (StAR program; ref 2) is actively running and 

involves us in the review process of guidelines to diagnose and treat a series of 

frequent infections.  

SwissEthics issued a document allowing the anonymized usage of strains for research 

purposes. Details can be fou nd in the official letter, on our website (ref 1).  

QUALAB is currently being reformed, we are actively following this important process.  
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The new FAMH curriculum has updated its requirements for the secondary discipline.  

The Swiss Antibiogram Committee (R. Zbinden et al.) met in 2018 and has issued a 

document on how to implement the new EUCAST breakpoints, and especially the new 

interpretation of òIó as susceptible with increased dosage (ref 1). 

Several SSM training courses in clinical microbiology were held in 2018, as well as 

meetings with the Swiss Society of Infectious Diseases (Club de pathologie des 

maladies infectieuses). The annual meeting of the SSM took place in Lausanne and 

was a real success. We had also our seventh òJourn®e de formation en microbiologie 

diagnostiqueó last October.  

 

1) https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/sections/clinical -microbiology/downloads  

2) https://www.star.admin.ch/star/en/home.html  

 

Jacques Schrenzel, Geneva, April 2019  
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Report by the Commission òVirologyó 

of the SSM  

Prof. Dr. Volker Thiel   

 

 
 

 
Commission members: Stefan Kunz (Lausanne), 

Angela Ciuffi (Lausanne), Cornel Fraefel (Zürich), 

Matthias Schweizer (Bern), Caroline Tapparel Vu 

(Geneva), Thomas Klimkait (Basel),  Jerome 

Gouttenoire (Lausanne), Urs Greber (Zürich), Volker 

Thiel (Bern). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virology Section encompasses a broad variety of interests, ranging from basic 

research to diagnostic virology and from clinical interest to federal regulation.  

The commission of the SSM Virology Section aims to provides a platform:  

Å for the exchange of news in the field  

Å for Swiss Virologist to facilitate various interaction and collaborations on all levels  

Å to distribute information concerning fundamental virolog y, clinical virology and 

virus diagnostics at Swiss institutions  

 

In 2019 there were several scientific highlights with contributions from virologist from 

Switzerland, such as the discovery of the receptor of the recently discovered  bat 

influenza virus by the groups of Martin Schwemmle (University of Freiburg, Germany) 

and Silke Stertz (University of Zürich). Virologists from Switzerland have also been very 

successful at the European Congress of Virology that took place in Rotterdam form 

April 28th to May 1 st 2019 with more than 700 attendees from all over Europe. Amongst 

the nine awarded Posters, three prizes were given to virologists (PhD students and 

PostDoc) from Switzerland: Mitra Gultom (Institut of Virology and Immunology (IVI); 

group of Ronald Dijkma n), Dr. Stephanie Pfänder (IVI, group of Volker Thiel), and 

Michael Bauer (Institute of Molecular Life Sciences, University of Zürich, group of Urs 

Greber).  

The 8th Swiss Virology Meeting is scheduled for February 4 -5th, 2020 and the meeting 

will be back at the ăFreienhof Hotelò in Thun, as in many previous years. The goal of 

this 8th national meeting in virology is to bring together a maximum number of 

research groups working in fundamental virology to promote interaction, exchange of 

ideas, and collabora tions in an informal and collegial atmosphere. The organizing and 

scientific committee look forward to welcome all interested scientists in Thun.  

 

Volker Thiel, Bern, June 2019  
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Report by the Commission òMycologyó 

of the SSM  

Dr. Alix Coste   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Commission members:   Bindschedler Saskia 

(Neuchâtel), Philipp Bosshard ( Zürich), Alix Coste 

(Lausanne ), Claudio De Virgilio (Fribourg),  Jurg 

Enkerli (Zürich), Markus Künzler  (Zürich), Salome 

Leidbundgut -Landmann (Zürich), Arnaud 

Riat(Geneva), Dominique Sanglard (Lausanne) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2018, following the change of section lead by Dre Alix T. Coste, the board and 

organization of the section was refunded. We thank all former participants of the 

board (Dre Katia Gindro, Dr Michel Monod, and Dr Stefan Zimmerli ) and welcome the 

newcomers (Dre Saskia Bindschedler, Pre Salome Leidbundgut -Landmann, Dr Arnaud 

Riat, Dr Frederic Lamoth, Pr Markus Künzler,and Dr Jurg Enkerli)  

The section is now divided in three area of interest: environmental, medical and basic 

mycolog y.  

We apologize if some Swiss mycologists do not find an ideal label for their activity but 

the community is somehow diverse and sometimes eclectic. This must be seen as a 

wealth to be exploited and we will be working on it in the future.  

Organisation of a mycology symposium during the satellite day, a day before the 

annual meeting, which held in Lausanne in August 2018, was a success with a lot of 

presentations and posters. We are now preparing the next annual meeting, which will 

take place in Zürich next  September.  

 

 

 

Alix Coste, Lausanne, May 2019      
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Report by the Commission 

òEnvironmental Microbiologyó of the 

SSM  

Dr. David Johnson   
 

 

Commission members:  Helmut Bürgmann 

(Kastanienbaum), Leo Eberl (Zürich), Christof 

Holliger (Lausanne), David R. Johnson 

(Dübendorf ), Pilar Junier (Neuchâtel), Sara Mitri 

(Lausanne), Anita Narwani (Dübendorf), Mauro 

Tonolla (Bellinzona), Jan Roelof van der Meer 

(Lausanne), Julia Vorholt (Zürich), David 

Weissbrodt (Delft), Franco Widmer (Zürich), 

Jakob Zopfi (Basel)  

 

In January 2019, members of the Environmental Microbiology section contributed 

towards the organization of the 7th Swiss Microbial Ecology Meeting, which was held 

in Lausanne. The theme of the meeting was òThe incredible diversity of microbiological 

researchó, and this theme was exemplified by the program. The meeting brought 

together 102 scientists from all areas of Switzerland and abroad. The meeting also 

included 8 international and highly renowned invited speakers that presented cutting 

edge research an d introduced the audience to new ideas and perspectives. We 

would like to thank all of the organizers and attendees for making this yearõs Swiss 

Microbial Ecology Meeting a success.  

 

One important change occurred in 2018 regarding the composition of the co mmission 

of the Environmental Microbiology Section; Prof Dr. David Weissbrodt became a 

member. Prof. Dr. Weissbrodt received his PhD from EPFL Lausanne, and thus has strong 

roots in Switzerland. He is now an assistant professor in Environmental Life Scienc e 

Engineering at TU Delft, and thus represents the first international member of the 

commission of the Environmental Microbiology Section. His expertise centers on 

microbial biotechnology, and he therefore strengthens the important area of applied 

microbio logy within the commission. We warmly welcome Prof. Dr. Weissbrodt to the 

commission, thank him for expanding our international reach, and look forward to his 

contributions to the society.  

 

On behalf of the commission of Environmental Microbiology and the  SSM, I would like 

to thank all members of the SSM community and the many individuals that contributed 

towards our work.  

 

David R. Johnson, Dübendorf, April  2019 
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Report by the Commission òLay 

Communicationó of the SSM  

Dr. Karl Perron  

 
 

Commission members:  Massimo Caine 

(Geneva), Gilbert Greub (Lausanne ), Carole 

Kebbi ( Lausanne ), Jacques Schrenzel 

(Geneva), Volker Thiel (Bern), Karl  Perron 

(Geneva).  

 

 

 

 

In 2016 the SSM has set up a òlay communicationó section. Its mission is to engage the 

broad public by opening dialogues, inform policy -makers and channeling national 

initiatives for science communication in microbiology. The SSM relies on a direct 

communication link between microbiology researchers and society to foster 

amazement and interest for  the microbiological world.  

 

During the last SSM congress in Lausanne (2018), a session dedicated to 

communication was organized. Invited as keynote speaker, Professor V. Cid (Spain) 

presented the concept of the òSmall World initiative - Spainó, a project enabling the 

general public to become involved in the research of new antimicrobial molecules. 

Prof. G. Greub has presented the Krobs game, an interactive game to understand the 

biology of major pathogens and highlighting prevention methods. Dr. M. Tonolla  

presented a didactic path, set up in the Piora Valley (Ticino) allowing everyone to 

experience microbes in their natural environmentéonly with the naked eye. 

 

Importantly, for the first time in a SSM congress, a competition: òMy thesis in 3 minutesó 

was also organized - here, 5 PhD candidates had the opportunity to present their thesis 

work, popularized, in 180 seconds in front of an audience enthusiastic about their 

presentation.  

The idea is to continue with a "my thesis in 3 minutes" contest every 2 yea rs in addition 

to sessions around communication.  

 

The last meeting of the lay communication committee took place on 8 February 2019.  

In particular, it was discussed about:  
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Å The Small world initiative. This initiative has been taken up by Prof. Pilar Juni er 

whom will establish a pioneering initiative for the òTiny Earthó initiative (a spin-off 

project of the Small World Initiative) in Neuchâtel.  

Å The possibility to set up a microbiology day in Switzerland  

Å To increase the number of members in the òlay communication sectionó by 

including at least 1 member per section  

 

The lay communication section is still in its initial stages. Any suggestions for activities to 

promote microbiology are welcome! Feel free to contact us for ideas or to join this 

new section . 

 

This section started under the direction of Dr Karl Perron who will unfortunately leave 

this position after the Zurich Congress in 2019. During the last SSM meeting of the 

committee, it was decided to propose Prof Gilbert Greub, currently member of the lay 

communication section, as the person in charge to take over the management and 

development for next two years, providing agreement from members during next 

general assembly.  

 

Karl Perron, Geneva, May 2019  
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NEW CANDIDATES TO BE ELECTED FOR THE 

COMMITTEE:  

 

¶ Prof. Jacques Schrenzel as future president (2022 -

2024) 

 

¶ Prof. Adrian Egli to replace Prof. Jacques Schrenzel as 

head of the Clinical Microbiology Section  

 

¶ Prof. Gilbert Greub to replace Dr. Karl Perron as head 

of Lay Communication Sec tion  

 

¶ Dr. Florian Tagini, MD -PhD, as studentsõ representative  
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CV Prof. Jacques Schrenzel
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CV Prof. Adrian Egli
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CV Prof. Gilbert Greub  
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