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WORD OF THE PRESIDENT 

          

Dear Members,  

 

2017 was an important year for our society, since it represented the 75th year of the SSM 

founded on the 20th of March 1942 by A. Grumbach (Zürich), D. Högger (Basel), R. Regamey 

(Berne), P. Schneither (Lausanne) and Steinmann (Geneva).  

During all its development, the society progressively evolved to have the current six sections, 

which are quite active and I want in these lines to warmly thank all section heads and all 

members of these sections who contributed their success. I want specially to underline the 

importance of our sixth section, Lay Communication, which started its activity during my 

mandate as president. Indeed, there is a need to promote lay communication and to provide 

tools and education to researchers and diagnostic microbiologists for better communication 

with the population.  

One specific concern of such per section organization is the risk to split our society and in this 

prospect, it is particularly important to continue to have a large participation of all sections 

during our SSM annual meeting. This concern is not new and was already an issue discussed 

by A. Fiechter in 1985 in the INFO n˚11 : « Malgré ou précisément grâce aux différents éléments 

de notre société, il s’agit de maintenir l’unité à tout prix. Si nous voulons garantir notre identité 

il faudra développer les activités propres à chaque discipline dans un esprit 

multidisciplinaire ».  

SSM members are major actors of our society and by their research work, applied or 

fundamental, they contribute to « answer big questions on the small bugs we love » (Greub 

G, Holliger C, Sanglard D, Schrenzel J, Thiel V, Viollier P. The Swiss Society of Microbiology: Small 

Bugs, Big Questions and Cool Answers.Chimia (Aarau). 2016 Dec 21;70(12):874-877.) 

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/scs/chimia/2016/00000070/00000012/art00011;jse

ssionid=4j72fmnco5nua.x-ic-live-02. 

Thus, as president of the SSM, I am particularly interested by all productivity of our members 

that illuminates our field and increase visibility of our society abroad.  

The SSM encouragement awards are a simple way to recognize the outstanding 

achievements of our members and to thank them for their productivity. This award started in 

1976 and given to a scientist each year and will again be given during the next SSM meeting 

in Lausanne on the 30th of August.  

We hope that most of you will be present at the SSM meeting to share ideas and friendship 

and that you will also participate to our general assembly that will take place on the 28th of 

August at 5 PM in the César Roux Auditoire.  

The Gala dinner that will take place at the Olympic Museum on the 29th of August is another 

major event of the year, where you are all welcome. 

 

Have a nice and sunny summer and see you in Lausanne, 

With my best regards, 

Gilbert GREUB 

President SSM 2016 to 2018 

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/scs/chimia/2016/00000070/00000012/art00011;jsessionid=4j72fmnco5nua.x-ic-live-02
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/scs/chimia/2016/00000070/00000012/art00011;jsessionid=4j72fmnco5nua.x-ic-live-02
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NEW CANDIDATE FOR THE COMMITTEE: Prof. Hubert HILBI 

to replace Prof. Patrick VIOLLIER as head of the 

Prokaryotic Biology Section 
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SSM ANNUAL MEETING 

Invitation to the General Assembly  

All SSM members are cordially invited to attend the General Assembly of the Swiss 

Society for Microbiology (SSM) that will take place 

On Tuesday 28th of August 2018 from 5 PM till 6 PM, 

At the University Hospital of Lausanne, CHUV –César Roux Auditoire 

Agenda: 

1. Review of the agenda  

2. Approval of Annual Assembly Minutes 

3. Account 2017 approval and report by auditors  

4. Discussion of 2018 budget  

5. Approval of 2019 budget  

6. Approval of 2018 commission reports:  

 - Prokaryotic Biology  

- Clinical Microbiology  

- Virology  

- Mycology  

- Environmental Microbiology  

- Lay Communication  

7.  New member of committee: election of Hubert Hilbi  

8. New members and New Honorary member  

9. Website information: Update contact info 

10. SSM modified Status to be validated   

11. Travel Grants  

12. SSM Annual Meeting 2019, Zürich 

13.      Other / varia / news 

* IMPORTANT:  Kindly send your inquiries by mail to the president 

(gilbert.greub@chuv.ch) before the 6th of August 2018. 

 

Gilbert Greub 
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Income statement 2017  
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Balance sheet at 31.12.2017  
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Report of the auditors 
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2017 Budget   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERTRAG

Mitgliederbeiträge 48,000.00

Unterstützungsbeitrag SCNAT 14,000.00

Zinserträge 1,000.00

Überschüsse Abrechnung Jahresversammlungen 500.00

Total Ertrag 63,500.00

AUFWAND

Kurse, Workshops und Symposien 3,000.00

Kosten Vorstand und Jahresversammlungen 6,000.00

Reisespesen Delegation und Kommissionen 4,000.00

Spesen Vorstand und Sitzungen 5,000.00

SGM Award 5,000.00

Mitgliedschaften 9,500.00

EDV, Büromaterial und Kopien 3,000.00

Porti 1,800.00

Sekretariatskosten 27,000.00

Post- und Bankspesen 300

Versicherungen 350

Reisebeiträge an Doktoranden 6,000.00

Defizitgarantien SGM 4,000.00

Info SGM 2,500.00

Diverse Ausgaben 1,500.00

Unterstützungsbeitrag SCNAT 14,000.00

Total Aufwand 92,950.00

JAHRESGEWINN ---

JAHRESVERLUST 29,450.00
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2018 Budget  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERTRAG

Mitgliederbeiträge 48,000.00

Unterstützungsbeitrag SCNAT 14,000.00

Zinserträge 500.00

Überschüsse Abrechnung Jahresversammlungen 0.00

Total Ertrag 62,500.00

AUFWAND

Kurse, Workshops und Symposien 3,000.00

Kosten Vorstand und Jahresversammlungen 6,000.00

Reisespesen Delegation und Kommissionen 3,000.00

Spesen Vorstand und Sitzungen 4,000.00

SGM Award 5,000.00

Mitgliedschaften 8,000.00

EDV, Büromaterial und Kopien 3,000.00

Porti 500.00

Sekretariatskosten 35,000.00

Post- und Bankspesen 300

Reisebeiträge an Doktoranden 6,000.00

Defizitgarantien SGM 4,000.00

Diverse Ausgaben 1,500.00

Unterstützungsbeitrag SCNAT 14,000.00

Total Aufwand 93,300.00

JAHRESGEWINN ---

JAHRESVERLUST 30,800.00
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2019 Budget   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

17  

Report by the Commission “Prokaryotic 

Biology section” of the SSM  

Prof. Patrick Viollier 

 

Commission members:  

Hubert Hilbi (Zürich), Jan-Willem Veening 

(Lausanne), Patrick Viollier (Geneva).  

 

 

 

 

The undeniable highlight of 2017 is the award of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2017 to 

the vaudois native Jacques Dubochet (UNIL), along with Joachim Frank (Columbia 

University, USA) and Richard Henderson (MRC-Cambridge, UK) "for developing cryo-

electron microscopy for the high-resolution structure determination of biomolecules in 

solution". Trained as a physicist, Jacques Dubochet joined the team of biophysicists led 

by Eduard Kellenberger to do his graduate work at the Molecular Biology Department 

of UNIGE, investigating the structure-function relationship of bacteriophage T4 by 

electron microscopy. His discovery of instantaneous vitrification without the formation 

of ice crystals for high resolution imaging of biological samples in a near-native state 

was subsequently made at the EMBL in Heidelberg and published in 1981. In 1987 he 

returned to Switzerland as a faculty member at UNIL. After Werner Arber, who received 

the Nobel Prize in Medicine 1978, Jacques Dubochet is the second Nobel laureate 

from the former phage research group of Eduard Kellenberger. Yet again, we thank 

phages for what they have done (and will still do) for mankind! 

A highlight for 2018 is the EMBO workshop on Bacterial Persistence and Antimicrobial 

Therapy 2018 that will take place from 10th–14th of June– as Congressi Stefano 

Franscini (ETHZ) in Ascona. The speaker line-up includes several representatives from 

industry and many basic scientists that conducted pioneering research on the persister 

phenotype which describes a state of dormancy protecting bacterial cells against the 

bacteriocidal action of many antibiotics. As most big pharmaceutical companies are 

no longer investing in antibiotic research, because of the high cost-low return of 

antibiotic licensing and development, public universities must sustain and augment 

research efforts in this domain. This event will thus provide an important impetus in this 

endeavor, while also highlighting recent advances in understanding this specialized 

physiological state in bacteria. 
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You will also find us at the LS2 Annual Meeting 2019 at UNIZH (14-15 February 2019 at 

the Irchel Campus) where we will represent the SSM with a symposium called 

“Bacterial Cell Biology” and we encourage many SSM members with a strong interest 

in cell biology to attend this important meeting from the unions of the Life Sciences 

Switzerland (LS2). 

Lastly, for all social media geeks and addicts, we are delighted to report you that we 

are now (finally) also active in the twitterspace and we urge all our members (new 

and old) to follow our tweets on SWISS_MICROBIOLOGY  @SwissMicrobe 

(www.twitter.com). 

 

Patrick Viollier, Geneva, April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.twitter.com/
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Report by the Commission “Clinical 

Microbiology” of the SSM  

Prof. Jacques Schrenzel 

 

 
 

Commission members: Gladys Martinetti 

(EOLAB, Bellinzona), Meri Gorgievski (Bern), 

Nadia Liassine (Dianalabs, Genève), André 

Burnens (Synlab), Adrian Egli (Universitätsspital 

Basel), Hans Fankhauser (Kantonsspital, Aarau), 

Eric Grüter (Swissmedic, Bern), Hanspeter Marti 

(Swiss TPH, Basel), Martin Risch (lmz Dr Risch, 

Bern), Hans H. Siegrist (FAMH representative; 

ADMED, La Chaux-de-Fonds), Reinhard Zbinden 

(IMM, Zürich), Jacques Schrenzel (coordinator; 

HUG, Genève). 

During the past period the committee met twice in May and November 2017. 

The committee is very pleased to welcome PD Dr Adrian Egli as a new representative 

from Basel University Hospital. This will help keep balance between the different Swiss 

regions, since Hanspeter Marti (also from Basel, Swiss TPH) has retired by the end of 

2017.  We thank Hanspeter warmly for his constant support and helpful advices and 

wish him a wonderful continuation of his activities! Since 2018, Dr Marie-Lise Tritten (La 

Chaux-de-Fonds) will become the representative for parasitology in this committee. 

The position of Swiss representative to the European clinical virology society has been 

attributed to Meri Gorgievski, for a new mandate.  

The second part of the revision of laboratory testing (TransAL II) has been launched this 

year by the FOPH, with a three-step planning. Phase 1: Removal of obsolete analyses 

(to be completed in 2018). Phase 2: Review of current analyses as well as their 

reimbursement, especially in the field of molecular diagnostics. The commission is 

aware of the high political and societal pressure on costs and will actively help 

supporting this revision. Yet this should not lead to an oversimplification of the codes 

that are actively used for lab logistics (IT), for billing purposes, by insurances and very 

likely also for personalized medicine. Phase 3 (beyond 2018) will consider new 

analyses, including molecular panels, genomics and metagenomics analyses in 

microbiology.   

The new FAMH programme for training in laboratory medicine is being applied by the 

FAMH committee of experts and the FAMH candidates.  

The CCCM determines which parameters in microbiology are subject to compulsory 

external quality control within the scope of QUALAB (R. Zbinden). Its members also 

determine the pass/fail rates in close collaboration with the quality control centres. 
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The Swiss Antibiogram Committee (R. Zbinden et al.) has not met in 2017 since there 

were only minor changes in the EUCAST guidelines. Its role was essential for supporting 

the shift from CLSI to EUCAST guidelines and the committee would like to express its 

gratitude to Reinhard for his efforts. R. Zbinden represents Switzerland in the EUCAST 

plenum. 

 

The federal programme determining a strategy against antibiotic resistance (StAR) 

which was initiated by the Federal Department of the Interior and the Federal 

Department of Economy is now developing with a microbiology group, led by the 

coordinator of “Clinical Microbiology” (JS), with Andrea Endimiani (Bern) as a 

substitute. Other members are; Andreas Kronenberg (ANRESIS), Stefan Kuster 

(SwissNoso), Patrice Nordmann (NARA), and Reinhard Zbinden (SAC).  

 

Several SSM training courses in clinical microbiology were held in 2017, as well as 

meetings with the Swiss Society of Infectious Diseases (Club de pathologie des 

maladies infectieuses). The annual meeting of the SSM took place in Basel and was a 

real success. The sixth Journée romande de microbiologie diagnostique took place in 

October. 

Jacques Schrenzel, Geneva, April 2018 
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Report by the Commission “Virology” 

of the SSM  

Prof. Dr. Volker Thiel  

 

 
 

 
Commission members: Stefan Kunz (Lausanne), 

Angela Ciuffi (Lausanne), Cornel Fraefel (Zürich), 

Matthias Schweizer (Bern), Caroline Tapparel Vu 

(Geneva), Thomas Klimkait (Basel), Jerome 

Gouttenoire (Lausanne), Urs Greber (Zürich), Volker 

Thiel (Bern). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virology Section encompasses a broad variety of interests, ranging from basic 

research to diagnostic virology and from clinical interest to federal regulation. 

The newly formed commission of the SSM Virology Section aims to provides a platform: 

• for the exchange of news in the field 

• for Swiss Virologist to facilitate various interaction and collaborations on all levels 

• to distribute information concerning fundamental virology, clinical virology and 

virus diagnostics at Swiss institutions. 

 

Activities: 

The 7th Swiss Virology Meeting was held from January 30th to January 31st, 2018 at the 

Au Parc Hotel in Fribourg, Switzerland.  

As in previous Swiss Virology Meeting, the goal of this seventh national meeting in 

virology was to bring together a maximum number of research groups working in 

fundamental virology to promote interaction, exchange of ideas, and collaborations 

in an informal and collegial atmosphere.  

The program covered all aspects of research in fundamental virology including virus 

host cell interaction, virus pathogenesis, anti-viral immunity, and applied virology. The 

format of the meeting consisted in selected plenary lectures combined with short talks 

selected from submitted abstracts and poster sessions. 

The organizing and scientific committee with Angela Ciuffi (Lausanne University 

Hospital and University of Lausanne), Karin Metzner (University Hospital of Zurich), 

Cornel Fraefel (University of Zurich), Urs Greber (University of Zurich), Stefan Kunz 

(Lausanne University Hospital and University of Lausanne), Jérôme Gouttenoire 

(Lausanne University Hospital and University of Lausanne), Matthias Schweizer 

(University of Bern), and Caroline Tapparel Vu (University of Geneva) did again a great 

job in attracting many Swiss virology scientists and very interesting speakers. Highlights 

were the two plenary talks by Peter Stäheli - University of Freiburg, Germany, and Pierre 

Maillard - University College of London, United Kingdom.  

Thanks to all participants and we are looking forward to seeing you again in 2020 in 

Thun.  

 

Volker Thiel, Bern, April 2018 
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Report by the Commission “Mycology” 

of the SSM  

Dr. Alix Coste  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Commission members: Philipp Bosshard (Zürich), 

Claudio De Virgilio (Fribourg), Katia Gindro 

(Nyon), Michel Monod (Lausanne), Stefan 

Zimmerli (Bern), Alix Coste (Lausanne). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2017, the Mycology section changed the leadership as Pr. Dominique Sanglard left 

his position to Dr. Alix T. Coste during the annual meeting held in Basel.  

 

During 2017, the section prepared the organization of a mycology symposium during 

the satellite day taking place a day before the annual meeting, which will be held in 

Lausanne in August 2018. We decided to keep the format of the former satellite day 

organized in 2016 in Bern as it was fully appreciated.  

 

During 2017, the mycology section of the SSM was approached to eventually organize 

the ISHAM (International Society of Human and Animal Mycology) meeting in 2024 in 

Switzerland. The SSM executive committee gave its support in the annual Basel 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Dominique Sanglard and Alix Coste, Lausanne, March 2018     
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Report by the Commission 

“Environmental Microbiology” of the 

SSM  

Dr. David Johnson  
 

 

Commission members: Helmut Bürgmann 

(Kastanienbaum), Leo Eberl (Zürich), Christof 

Holliger (Lausanne), Pilar Junier (Neuchâtel), 

Sara Mitri (Lausanne), Jakob Pernthaler 

(Kilchberg), Mauro Tonolla (Bellinzona), Jan 

Roelof van der Meer (Lausanne), Julia Vorholt 

(Zürich), Franco Widmer (Zürich), Jakob Zopfi 

(Basel), Anita Narwani (Dübendorf), David 

Johnson (Dübendorf).   

 

In 2017, the Environmental Microbiology section organized a one-day satellite session 

in conjunction with the annual SSM meeting held in Basel. The satellite session was a 

success and brought together environmental microbiologists throughout Switzerland. 

This was the second time the Environmental Microbiology section held a satellite 

session and attendance was consistent with that for the previous year. The satellite 

session included a number of invited speakers and contributed oral presentations 

selected from the abstract submissions, all of which were of high quality and 

originality that represent important advances to the field. 

A future event with relevance to the Environmental Microbiology section will be the 

biannual International Symposium on Microbial Ecology, which will take place in 

Leipzig, Germany in August. We expect numerous members of the SSM to attend the 

meeting and present their research at this important international congress. 

Several notable developments occurred in 2017 regarding the commission of the 

Environmental Microbiology section of the SSM. First, Dr. David Johnson became the 

new section coordinator while Christof Holliger, the former coordinator, became the 

new treasurer. Second, two new members tentatively agreed to join the commission 

in 2018, Prof. Dr. Sara Mitri (University of Lausanne, Department of Fundamental 

Microbiology) and Dr. Anita Narwani (Eawag, Department of Aquatic Ecology). Both 

new members will strengthen expertise in important areas of Environmental 

Microbiology, including evolutionary ecology, synthetic ecology, mathematical 

modeling of community dynamics, and algal communities. We look forward to their 

contributions to the commission. 

On behalf of the commission of Environmental Microbiology and the SSM, I would like 

to thank all members of the SSM community and the many individuals that 

contributed towards our work. 

 

David R. Johnson, Dübendorf, March 2018 
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Report by the Commission “Lay 

Communication” of the SSM  

Dr. Karl Perron  

 
 

Commission members: Massimo Caine 

(Geneva), Gilbert Greub (Lausanne), Carole 

Kebbi (Lausanne), Jacques Schrenzel 

(Geneva), Volker Thiel (Bern), Karl Perron 

(Geneva).  

 

 

 

This new section has been launched last year with the aim to promote microbiology 

to a wider audience (schools and the general public) and to extend the visibility of 

the research performed by Swiss microbiologists. Even though the lay communication 

section is still in its stemming phase, since our last SSM general meeting we were able 

to achieve some important milestones: 

 

Milestones achieved: 

 An SSM video prepared for the Antimicrobial resistance days has been 

published 

https://www.rts.ch/play/tv/rts-decouverte/video/antibioresistance-etat-des-

lieux?id=9074410&station=a9e7621504c6959e35c3ecbe7f6bed0446cdf8da  

 An article about the SSM and communication has been published in Pipette 

https://www.sulm.ch/pipette_magazin/files/pipette/2017-05/pipette_5-2017-

019_G-Greub_Communication-avec-le-grand-public-la-parole-aux-

microbiologistes.pdf  

 Organization of the contest "Engage your audience" for the 2018 annual 

meeting 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/component/phocadownload/category/16

-events?download=89:engage-your-audience  

 Organization of the communication session for the 2018 annual meeting 

Looking at the future, our steering committee is actively discussing several actions 

aimed at consolidating the role of our section. 

 

 

 

https://www.rts.ch/play/tv/rts-decouverte/video/antibioresistance-etat-des-lieux?id=9074410&station=a9e7621504c6959e35c3ecbe7f6bed0446cdf8da
https://www.rts.ch/play/tv/rts-decouverte/video/antibioresistance-etat-des-lieux?id=9074410&station=a9e7621504c6959e35c3ecbe7f6bed0446cdf8da
https://www.sulm.ch/pipette_magazin/files/pipette/2017-05/pipette_5-2017-019_G-Greub_Communication-avec-le-grand-public-la-parole-aux-microbiologistes.pdf
https://www.sulm.ch/pipette_magazin/files/pipette/2017-05/pipette_5-2017-019_G-Greub_Communication-avec-le-grand-public-la-parole-aux-microbiologistes.pdf
https://www.sulm.ch/pipette_magazin/files/pipette/2017-05/pipette_5-2017-019_G-Greub_Communication-avec-le-grand-public-la-parole-aux-microbiologistes.pdf
https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/component/phocadownload/category/16-events?download=89:engage-your-audience
https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/component/phocadownload/category/16-events?download=89:engage-your-audience
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Future Objectives: 

 Increase the presence and activity of the SSM-outreach on the territory (broad 

public, schools, academic institution), in order to foster the interest for 

microbiology. In this direction a short teaser video which highlights our sections 

and their respectively main research should be performed. 

 Stimulate researchers to share with the SSM community their science 

communication efforts and in disseminating their scientific research to a wider 

audience. To do this we envisage two possibilities: (i) consolidate the SSM 

Annual Congress Lay communication session: posters and short talks about 

science communication endeavors should be boosted (in this direction, an 

example of best practice has been put in place by Volker Thiel: 

http://www.kultessen.ch/agenda/archiv/) (ii) TheScienceBreaker 

(https://thesciencebreaker.org/) is a Swiss-Academic-based Outreach and 

Open-Access journal where it is possible to publish lay-summaries of published 

scientific articles. SSM scientists should consider the possibility to submit lay-

summaries of their published research in order to increase their visibility and, at 

the same time, to engage themselves in an exercise of science 

communication. 

 A dedicated webpage on lay-communication (similarly done by the UK 

Microbiology Society - http://microbiologyonline.org/) should be launched in 

order to engage a wider online audience among broad public, schools and 

young scientists about the different facets of microbiology. 

 A Microbiology Day, on the well-established model of the Fascination of Plants 

Day (http://www.plantday.org/), should be discussed with the FEMS and/or 

initiated locally in Switzerland as a European-pilot initiative. 

 

 

Karl Perron, Geneva, April 2018 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.kultessen.ch/agenda/archiv/
https://thesciencebreaker.org/
http://microbiologyonline.org/
http://www.plantday.org/
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News: The Swiss Society of 

Microbiology would like to approach 

more closely its members  

Prof. Pilar Junier  

 

 
 

 

The strength of the SSM is the direct result of the active engagement and 

dynamism of its members. Therefore, the SSM board is strongly committed to 

foster the participation of its most junior members.  

Initiatives such as the Encouragement Award and Travel grants are part of this 

principle. However, we are also seeking the active involvement of our junior 

members in the governability of the SSM. For this we have made a call for 

PhD/Post-doc representatives to integrate the steering committee of the 

society. We have only partial success with this approach, and therefore we 

reiterate our call for interested junior members to contact the society and 

become part of the steering committee.  
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SSM MEMBERS   

 

Current list of “Honorary members”: 

 

 Prof. Dr. ARBER Werner 

 Prof. Dr. Méd. BILLE Jacques 

 Prof. Dr. PIFFARETTI Jean-Claude  

 Prof. Dr. Méd. VON GRAEVENITZ Alexander 

 Prof. Dr. ARAGNO Michel 

 Prof. Dr. BACHOFEN Reinhard  

 

Suggested new “Honorary member”: 

 Gaby Pfyffer 
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New ordinary members 

 BOCK Florian 

 BRODMANN  Maj 

 BRUDERER Vera 

 CAINE Massimo 

 COSTAFROLAZ Jordan 

 CRISTINELLI Sara 

 EMONET Stephane 

 FEDELI  Chiara 

 GOUTTENOIRE Jérôme 

 GROB  René 

 IMHO Alexander 

 JORES  Anne 

 KANNAN Abhilash 

 KEBBI BEGHDAI Carole 

 KLIMKAIT Thomas 

 MANI Bernhard 

 METZER César 

 MITRI Sara 

 MORENO Hector 

 NARWANI Anita  

 NICHOLSON  Pamela 

 NORDMANN Patrice 

 PERSAT Alexandre 

 PFÄNDER Stephanie 

 RIAT Arnaud 

 ROSSI Pierre  

 SCHMID Tobias 

 SCHMUTZ Florian 

 SCHREVENS Sanne 

 SOBIERAJ Anna 

 TARNAWSKI  Sonia 

 TSELIGKA Eirini 

 VALENTINI Martina  

 VESGA AGUADO Maria del Pilar 

 

New collective member 

 SICHH  
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Membership Form Application 
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SSM AFFILIATIONS 

The SSM is currently affiliated to the following societies:  

 

• FEMS   

 

• SCNAT 

 

• UEMS 

 

• ESCMID 

 

 IUMS 

 

• SULM 

 

• European Society for Virology 

 • International Society for Human 

and Animal Mycology 

  European Federation of 

Biotechnology 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS, SYMPOSIA, 

COURSES, WORKSHOPS 

UPCOMING 2018 EVENTS 

August – September  2018 

02 AUG-05 AUG Storytelling and Storyboarding Workshop 

12 AUG-17 AUG 17th International Symposium on Microbial Ecology 

20 AUG-24 AUG EMBO Workshop on Cell and developmental systems 

23 AUG-24 AUG 12th Applied Biosafety Meeting 

 

28 AUG – 30 AUG 

 

 

SSM Annual meeting in Lausanne 

30 AUG  Conférence grand public : les jeux sur les microbes 

30 AUG-02 SEPT 17th Asia-Pacific Congress of Clinical Microbiology and 

Infection cum 8th International Infection Control Conference 

11 SEPT -14 SEPT 13th Edition of the International «Levures, Modèles et Outils» 

Conference 

16 SEPT -21 SEPT IWA World Water Congress & Exhibition 2018 

17 SEPT -19 SEPT International Meeting of the German Society for Cell Biology 

2018 

25 SEPT -28 SEPT ESCMID Postgraduate Technical Workshop 

October 2018 

03 OCT - 07 OCT IDWeek 2018 

04 OCT - 05 OCT ATCIP Congress 

18 OCT - 19 OCT Third International Conference on clinical Metagenomics 

(ICCMg3) 

UPCOMING 2019 EVENTS 

January - February  2019 

 

30 JAN – 01 FEB 

 

7th Swiss Microbial Ecology Meeting – SME 2019 

April- May  2019 

28 APR - 01 MAY European Congress of Virology 

July 2019 

07 JUL – 11 JUL 8th Congress of European Microbiologists 

September  2019 

 

03 SEPT – 04 SEPT 

 

SSM  2019 Annual Meeting 

*All events details can be found on our website http://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/events/ 

http://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/events/
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TRAVEL GRANTS REPORTS 2017 

 

The Swiss Society for Microbiology SGM-SSM can provide funding 

for activities related to the dissemination of scientific results by its 

members. To know more about the rules, please go to 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/grants. 

 

In 2017, the SSM provided 2 travel grants for the below beneficiaries 

followed by their respective reports:  

 

- Eric Delarze to attend the 7th Advanced Lecture Course on 

Human Fungal Pathogens held in La Colle sur Loup, France, 

from 13th to 19th May 2017. 

 

 

- Sevasti Filippidou, to attend the 19th International Conference 

on Bacilli and Gram-Positive bacteria held in Berlin, Germany, 

from 11th to 15th June 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/grants
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7th Advanced Lecture Course on Human Fungal Pathogens 

La Colle sur Loup, France, 13-19 May 2017 

Section Mycology 

Author of report Eric Delarze  Affiliation of author 

Institute of 

Microbiology, University 

of Lausanne 

  

Thanks to the financial support of the SSM, I had the great opportunity to participate to the 7 th 

Advanced Lecture Course on Human Fungal Pathogens (HFP2017), organized by the FEBS, from 

the 13th to the 19th of May, at La Colle sur Loup, in the region of Nice, in France.  

The congress started by a very interesting lecture by the Professor Alistair Brown, from Aberdeen, 

about the complexity of host-fungal pathogen interactions. 

The next days were organized in two parts. Advanced lecture courses in the morning, divided in 

6 different sessions on human fungal pathogens, starting with genomic and epidemiology of 

fungal pathogens, molecular and cellular biology, the development of new antifungal 

strategies, mycobiomes, and finally host-pathogen interaction with perspective from both sides 

of the balance.  

The afternoons were dedicated to post-docs, PhD and Master students with selected lectures, 

poster talks and poster sessions where I had the opportunity to present my work about the 

mechanisms of tolerance to azole in the pathogenic yeast Candida albicans. In addition, I could 

discuss with experts on my field about my results and possible future experiments.  

This congress also gave me the opportunity to meet people in the field of fungal molecular 

biology and pathogenesis and to make contact in labs from all around the world. The HFP2017 

and the support from the SSM is of great value for the end of my thesis. 

 

Group photo HFP2017, La Colle sur Loup (France) 
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19th International Conference on Bacilli and Gram-Positive bacteria 

Berlin, 11th - 15th June 2017 

Prokaryotic Biology 

Author of report Sevasti, Filippidou Affiliation of author 

Laboratory of 

Microbiology, University 

of Neuchatel 

 

During the conference, the major advancements on Firmicute sporulation, cell division, 

stress response, biofilm formation, and 

pathogenicity were presented. In highlights, 

Richard Losick, as a keynote speaker, 

presented the latest discoveries on the onset 

of sporulation based on the stochastic 

activation of the spo0A gene, the master 

regulator of sporulation. He has shown for the 

first time how microfluidic technology could 

be applied to monitor the activation of this 

gene. Moreover, Carol Gross, presented the 

work of her laboratory on high throughput 

phenotyping of B. subtilis strain 168. She has 

highlighted the need to describe the 

complete gene functions and molecular 

pathways for the Gram positive model 

organism Bacillus subtilis, as it has been 

described in the past for the Gram negative 

model Escherichia coli.  

At the 19th International conference on Bacilli and Gram-Positive bacteria, we 

presented our work on the genus Kurthia. We showed that this genus is a 

cryptosporulant lineage, rather than an asporogenic one. We have described the 

morphology of the vegetative cells (diderms) and the spores and we proposed a 

sporulation mechanism. The mechanism of sporulation differs significantly from that of 

Bacillus subtilis, but it is consistent with the morphology of the cell envelope. Our results 

confirm the existence of a missing derived cell envelope morphology in Firmicutes and 

the hypothesis that the last common ancestor of Firmicutes was a sporulating diderm.  

Our findings pave the path for further investigation in the origin of sporulation and the 

evolution of the cell envelope in Firmicutes. 

 

 

 

 

The previously considered asporogenic genus 

Kurthia has been observed to form phase-

bright spores at the contrast phase 

microscope. In this picture, Kurthia sp. strain 

11kri321 is shown to sporulate after inoculation 

in a sporulation inducing medium.  
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“INFO” is the Official Annual Report of the Swiss 

Society for Microbiology. It is sent to all SSM 

members once a year. 

 

 

 

 

The current SSM annual report « INFO 66 » has been prepared by: 

Nathalie MERMOUD 

General Secretary  

Swiss Society for Microbiology 

E-mail: secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch 

 

 

We would like to thank SCNAT for their financial support 

   


